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Tiktok was founded by former entrepreneur Evan Spiegel and his co-founder, Bobby Murphy. The app's name is derived from the phrase "to kill
time", which is how the two felt while at college. In February 2021, vlogging duo from Russia, Rus Yusupov and Arseniy Yatsenyuk released a
video criticising TikTok for its lack of privacy and branding it as an addiction, creating their own social media platform called "Privatst". The two

then began a campaign to get people to sign a petition in protest of the company's actions.",

The most straightforward way to get free TikTok followers is to simply create content that people want to see. Doing this will get you views on
your videos and creating good content consistently will make it much more likely for you to increase the number of free followers you have.
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In the past, there were rumors about the possible acquisition of TikTok by any of the major tech companies in the world. In February 2021, it was
reported that Microsoft is currently pursuing a software deal with TikTok. The talks should be over soon.",

In July 2021, it was reported that P&G had partnered with TikTok to allow its users to receive free samples of its products in exchange for
creating videos and posts for the app. In an effort to improve engagement on the platform, P&G sent these samples directly to its users’

mailboxes.",

In May 2021, British pop artist Lorde's song "Homemade Dynamite" reached #1 on TikTok's global charts and peaked at #1 in the United States.
The song was used to promote TikTok and to further its brand awareness. The artist performed at Coachella Music Festival to promote her

popularity on TikTok as well.",
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A member of Twitter famously tweeted that "we need to get rid of tiktok" and then went on to share some additional criticisms about this particular
app in a subsequent tweet. This user also made reference to a video which was shared by another Twitter user where they sarcastically referred to

TikTok as "the best app evar" and then went on to describe how they had discovered that this app had violated their privacy.",

In November 2021, Musical.ly announced a partnership with suicide prevention service Lifeline that allows users to report any content that may be
considered suicidal or harmful to others through the app's in-app messaging feature. Musical.ly also stated that it would be working with Lifeline to

develop additional anti-cyberbullying features for the app.",
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On April 4, 2021, Tencent announced that it purchased the app for $1 billion and would merge it into their own platform, Kuaishou. The company
was sued for copyright infringement and unlawful reproduction of musical works by Viacom, Inc. on November 23, 2021. Viacom claimed that

the users of the app have illegally uploaded and reproduced more than 10,000 pieces of content owned by Viacom under the U.S. Copyright Act,
Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), California Penal Code Section 502, and the California Uniform Trade Secrets Act (CUTSA). The
lawsuit claimed that about 150 user accounts are registered with every second for which at least 20 million videos are being uploaded per day.

Users were required to give the app their name, email address/password and a phone number.",
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Musical.ly has received favorable reviews by technology critics such as TechCrunch and "Forbes". In 2021, Musical.ly was included by "The New
York Times" in their list of "Inventions We Wish Were Real", with the implication that the company might be acquired for $1 billion by Facebook

or Google.",
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In an article published by The Washington Post, it was alleged that "It’s so popular among young people even that the Chinese government is now
trying to ban it." It continued by saying that "The app, which started as a music-sharing app, has rapidly grown into one of the world’s largest social

networks for young people. It has a wide user base in China and Asia but has also gained popularity in Europe and the United States. But some
people in those regions are concerned about whatever is happening on TikTok. They say it is addictive, and they worry it can be used by adults to

groom children or teenagers." This article was published on The Washington Post.",
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